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Cheap Trick’s first studio album in three years is named after the Illinois armpit these soon-to-be Rock & Roll Hall of Famers call home. The band that could have been called “Two Cute Guys and Two Ugly Guys” is back with a whole new crop of power-pop for its adoring fan base (once composed entirely of screaming Japanese girls, according to 1979’s At Budokan). Featuring within their ranks the inventor of the twelve-string bass (Tom Peterson, cute) and a man whose plectrum-tossing borders on the ridiculous (Rick Nielsen, ugly), Cheap Trick is a national treasure whose thirty years of work is essential listening. Let’s just pretend “The Flame” never happened, okay? ~Zach Hothorn
